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Renew your membership ON-LINE at
www.tscusa.org/join.asp

Triumph Stag Club USA 
401 Brighton Drive, Clarks Green, PA 18411, USA

Terence McKillen - Editor 
E: publisher@tscusa.org

Stag News is published quarterly by the Triumph 
Stag Club USA (“TSC USA”) and is distributed to 
its members as part of their annual fees. Opinions 
expressed are those of the contributors and are 
not necessarily the official views of TSC USA, the 
Publisher, Editor, Officers, Directors or Membership at 
large. TSC USA cannot be held in any way responsible 
for the quality or correctness of information 
contained herein nor does it endorse or recommend 
the use of any of the products, technical repair 
procedures or modifications mentioned in any 
published content, including advertisements. 

Submissions to Stag News
Submissions should preferably be non-formatted 
MS Word documents. Articles of 1,500-2,000 
words are preferable but larger submissions can 
be accommodated. The Editor reserves the right to 
make changes to any submission for layout purposes. 
Photographs or diagrams should be sent separately as 
high-definition JPG files (>4000KB) with appropriate 
cut-line/caption descriptions. The author should 
provide a short biography. Send by e-mail to the 
Editor ahead of the deadline dates of March 1, June 1, 
September 1 and December 1 for inclusion in a future 
issue. 

Stag News Advertising Rates 
Commercial ad fees schedule: 
Advertisers supplying TSC USA club members a discount 
of at least 10% on regular and sale PARTS prices (not just 
SERVICES) or other substantial offering exclusive to club 
members, free up to 1/4 page, thereafter as follows per 
year; over 1/4 page to 1/2 page $40, full page $80. The 
larger the club discount, the larger the free page ad. 

Advertisers not supplying discounts for club members, 
fee schedule per year as follows: Business card size $50, 
1/8 page $60, 1/4 page $80, 1/2 page $100, full page 
$150, center fold two page $250. Full color in a normal 
color issue is no additional charge on advertisements 
up to 1/4 page. Full color advertisements over 1/4 page, 
add $150 to the regular rate PER ISSUE page size which 
also include inserts in color. Advertisers will receive one 
copy of the newsletter for each quarter they are paid 
up advertised. Payment in advance for the year. Supply 
either electronic format JPG/TIF/GIF or camera ready 
artwork suitable for high resolution scanning. 

TSC USA on the internet 
Our website URL’s are: 
tscusa.org 
www.triumphstagclubusa.org
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David Wilson, Placerville, CA 
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PLEASE CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING
Producing a magazine dedicated to a single 

classic car model issue after issue, as we do at 
Stag News, can be challenging. In order to keep 
providing interesting articles and stories, we need 
to hear from more of our membership. Thanks 
to those who have already stepped up to the 
plate and prepared a once off submission or have 
become regular contributors. 

 
Please consider sending us an illustrated article 

about your Triumph Stags; the hunt for a suitable 
model, the restoration projects completed or 
underway, the modifications you have made, 
the difficulties faced, why you still love them, the 
outings and trips you take, the shows and events 
that you attend, the friends and associates with 
whom you share this passion. 

We would like to hear from members in as many 
different States and Provinces (and internationally) 
as possible in order to keep the content regionally 
balanced. 

Founder/Treasurer  
Michael M. Coffey 
Clarks Green, PA 

(H) 570-586-1810 | (Cell) 570-954-1580 
E-mail: Stagclub@epix.net

Archivist/Historian 
Chris Hansel  

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 
(H) 480-816-1352  

E-mail: longsail7@yahoo.com

Director, Canada 
Tony Fox 

Burlington, ON 
(H) 905-632-0479 

E-mail: TonyFox@sympatico.ca

 Editor/Publisher 
Terence N. McKillen 

Rockwood, ON 
(H) 519-856-2639  

E-mail: Publisher@TSCUSA.org

Contributing Editor 
Michael Link 

Santa Maria, CA 
E-mail:  73Stagger@gmail.com

Web Master 
Jeb Bell 

Chadds Ford, PA 
(H) 302-740-7760 

E-mail: Bell@systemsinc.com

Like to have your photo on the front cover? Send high resolution JPG 
files to the Editor at Publisher@TSCUSA.org

On the Cover
 

A group of Stags 
participate in a pre-

BCD drive in 2019

Photo:Terence McKillen
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DEADLINE
The deadline for the next issue of 

STAG NEWS is:

Sep. 1, 2020
To submit material for publication

refer to details on inside front cover

             From the Editor



3STAG NEWS Issue 108 | Summer 2020

The Stag at 50! 

The  COVID-19  pandemic has certainly taken the 
wind out of any 50th anniversary celebrations of the 
Stag’s introduction; but staying safe and keeping our 

communities safe is a far more important concern. 

As you know, we cancelled the planned west coast 
Stag gathering in Vancouver over the May 15-17 weekend 
and the annual Stag weekend at Bronte (17-20 September) as well as British Car Day itself has 
also been cancelled. On the bright side, there is always 2021 when we can celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Stag’s introduction to the U.S. market.

In the meantime, no one can say they didn’t have sufficient time to get all of those planned 
maintenance and upgrade projects carried out. Our cars should be in excellent shape and in 
fine fettle for next year. As Tony Fox said to me a few weeks ago, “My cars have never looked so 
good but I can’t just keep on polishing them!”  

In this issue, we publish in its entirety, the 1973 British Leyland sales brochure for the U.S. 
market Stag, kindly provided by Peter Robinson, Registrar of the Stag Owners Club in the UK. 
There aren’t many of us left who have owned our Stags from new so many of you may not 
have had an opportunity to see one of these sales leaflets before. Elsewhere, Michael Link has 
taken a look at the color schemes offered by Triumph for the Stag model and debunks the 
rumors that the Stag was offered in more colors than any other Triumph model; while Tony 
Fox shares the story of thirteen (and counting) Triumph Stags that have passed through his 
hands.

Terence McKillen

Top - Tony Fox’s 12th Stag (Pimento) | Centre - cover of 1973 BL Stag USA sales brochure | 
Bottom - Tony Fox’s 2nd Stag (Saffron)

Founder’s Corner   Summer 2020
             

With the Coronavirus threatening all people around the world it has been very difficult in most cases to plan any gatherings other than 
very small private family meetings with the utmost precautions put in place.  Our Canadian Director and our Newsletter Editor plus 
yours truly had planned a wonderful 50th Anniversary Stag party at British Car Day in Ontario, Canada this autumn. It is with sadness 

that party will not happen as the British Car Day at Bronte Park, Ontario has just been cancelled by the organizers and will not happen again until 
2021. While we are disappointed with their decision, we totally support their actions.  We must all try to stay well and enjoy our British cars for 
many years in the future.  

           As owner of Triumph Stag Parts USA, I have been overwhelmed by the enormous increase in the sale of parts to our club members and many 
repair shops doing extensive work on Stags.  I guess that many owners have taken the opportunity to work on those “promised projects” when 
confined by the virus situation.  I hope that those who have taken on the “repair/restoration” challenges enjoyed the opportunity.  A personal word 
of “thanks” to all of you preserving our beloved Stags. 

Stag News is the “glue” that each quarter brings a ray of sunshine in the mail. I must ask that all our members feel confident to send in their “Stag 
story” to our patient Editor, Terence McKillen for us to learn from each other. Whether it was a mistake made or an unexpected success on a 
project, tell us so that we can all benefit from your results. With the high volume of full or partial Stag repairs that we handle here in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, I am constantly learning from each project. So don’t hesitate, tell us your “story”.  Terence will be delighted to hear from you, as I 
will too.

Stay well my friends and we will see each other again, hopefully in the near future.

Michael Coffey - Founder  

             From the Editor



British Leyland Stag 
Brochure of 1973









Paint Colors 
by Michael Link 

In the early 1970s, Triumph offered an 
ever-changing palette of colors for their 
cars. Nothing unusual in this, available 
car colors are always changing, reflecting 
customers’ tastes and the times in which 
they are offered. The first Stag LD1 was 
white, and the first left hand drive Stag LD2 
was Saffron. The last Stag produced was 
British Racing Green, which now resides in 
the British Motor Museum in Gaydon, War-
wickshire. What’s in a color choice? What 
is behind the thinking of a manufacturer 
offering the colors they do? How do they 
know what colors to offer?

When I undertook to repaint my 
Stag myself, I spoke with an auto painter 
employed for over 25 years at the local GM 
dealership. Part of his job included a trip 
to the GM factory every year for updated 
training on paint colors and technolo-
gies. He also had twice a year training at 
the paint manufacturer’s facility on paint 
technology. One of the things he had 
learned in his training was that finger-nail 
polish colors are an indicator of society’s 
color preferences in any time period. Paint 
manufacturers and auto manufacturers 
look at the color trends in finger-nail polish 
as a guide to what colors should be, going 

forward. Whether darker or lighter, more or 
less saturated, tones within a color, as well 
as colors people don’t want as much any 
longer, trending away or downward.

A Couple of Myths
One of the myths often heard is the 

Stag was painted in more colors than any 
other Triumph model. This is not borne 
out by the numbers. Overall, the Stag was 
produced in thirty colors. Spitfires were 
painted in 40 colors, TR7/8 in 35 colors, 
TR6 in 28 colors, Triumph 2000 and 2.5 PI’s 
were painted in 29 colors. One of the ques-
tions to consider when compiling data, 
is what exactly is required for a color to 
‘count’ as a Stag color? Should a color that 
was only used on a prototype but never in 
production be counted? What about colors 
that were listed but no Stags were ever 
painted that color? Only a few cars, or only 
one prototype plus three cars? You get the 
idea; it is not a simple cut-and-dry exercise. 
For the number 30 I gave above, it includes 
every color that was put onto a Stag, 
regardless of how few or available it may 
have been. Three of those colors were only 
on prototypes or were used on fewer than 
six cars. You can decide where you stand 
on whether the actual number should be 
27, or 30, or 33 if you include those that 

were never used but were listed, theo-

retically making them a possible color.
While on the topic of myths and such, 

there is a story that Stags in Australia were 
painted using Toyota colors. This is be-
cause, the story goes, Stags were shipped 
disassembled in crates and assembled 
down-under, where they were painted 
Toyota colors. This is untrue, Stags were 
assembled and painted in the UK then 
shipped fully finished, just as they were for 
the U.S. market. This story about the as-
sembly in Oz likely originates due to there 
having been other Triumph models where 
that was indeed true—they were shipped 
CKD in white primer and painted down-
under, but it is not true for Stags. 

Colors Offered
Essentially, the way Triumph offered 

colors was that there was a series of colors 
available for any given model year; usually 
all (or most) Triumph models were avail-
able in the range of colors for that year. 
1972 was an exception, in that Jasmine was 
only available on TR6 and Stag, not any 
other Triumph models that year, plus there 
was Imperial Blue—both colors were avail-
able only for the North American market. 
The Stag and the TR6 were manufactured 
on the same production lines and offered 
in the same colors as each other at the 

British Leyland experimented with the color of Stags at some car shows. Topaz only became available late in 
1974. Images: 1972 New York International Auto Show

This article was first published in “Ragtop” 
- magazine of the Toronto Triumph Club, 
Winter 2020, by kind permission
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time of production. Stags were sold in the 
U.S. only in the 1971, 1972, and 1973 model 
years. Checking the availability of colors in 
those few years greatly reduces the num-
ber of colors one had to choose from as a 
North American customer.

Color names can be changed, result-
ing in what at first appears to be two col-
ors, but is actually only one color, just with 
a different name. Take the color Imperial 
Blue for example. Some speculate it is the 
same color as Royal Blue, perhaps because 
of the similar imagery in the name. But it 
is not the same color at all. Imperial Blue is 
the same color as Sapphire Blue, their paint 
mixing codes are identical. There is a story 
that the name was changed from Imperial 
to Sapphire because it was believed that 
Americans didn’t like the monarchical and 
imperial connotations of the name, so it 
was changed to Sapphire. Whether that 
is true or myth I cannot say, but it makes 
an interesting story, doesn’t it? Another 
familiar example is Hugger Orange on 
Chevrolet Camaros and Carousel Red on 
Pontiac Firebirds—they’re the exact same 
color but with a different name in each of 
the GM divisions.

Color Survival in North American 
Stags

Based on a review of Stag informa-
tion contained in the Triumph Stag Club 
USA registry database, Red is divided into 
5 shades with a total of 133 cars. Blue is 
divided into 7 shades with 96 cars total. 
Sapphire is at 52% and Mallard at 24% of all 
blue cars. Mostly Carmine at 29% and Pi-
mento at 44% competed for red car favour, 
with Signal Red next at 16%.  In all shades 

of the greens, Emerald is at 57% followed 
by Laurel and BRG at 19% each. When con-
sidering colors that were colour-change re-
painted, red is not a color that apparently 
gets changed. White is the most changed 
away from, followed next by Saffron and 
Damson. The next most changed away 
from are Sienna Brown, Mallard Blue, and 
Laurel Green. Fourth color next changed 
away from is Jasmine Yellow.

In the pie chart, clockwise from the 
top are black, red, brown, yellow, green, 
blue, purple, white and custom colors. The 
percentage shown for each is that color’s 
percentage of the total number of cars in 
the TSCUSA registry. The ROM is the basis 
for which color group a paint color belongs 
in, i.e. Magenta is a red color and Damson 
is purple.

A Marketing Perspective 
What is in a color? A color choice? 

Colors are part of the effort to market cars. 
The goal is to have a customer buy the 
product, so there needs to be an appeal 
to various sorts of buyers. What do various 
colors mean for marketing purposes? Who 
is drawn to, who buys cars in which colors? 

From recent research of archival 
material, we now know that British Leyland 
experimented with the color of the Stag 
(and presumably other) models displayed 
to the public at U.S. car shows and presum-
ably in other markets also as evidenced 
by photographs of such color-marketing 
at the 1972 New York International Auto 
Show with Orange, Metallic Grey (with 
White rather than matching body-color 
hard top) and a dark Blue which cannot be 
equated to any of the darker blues actually 

offered by Triumph.
Colors appeal to different people for 

different reasons. Impulse shoppers are 
drawn to red-orange, black and Royal 
Blue—think Pimento and Royal. Shoppers 
sticking to budgets are drawn to light blue, 
Teal and Navy—think French Blue, Emerald 
and Mallard. For age, colors that signify 
youth and vitality are orange and yellow; 
blue and brown are for older, more con-
servative buyers. Masculine colors: black, 
blue, brown, and red.

Your mind uses colors to recognize 
traits about products and brands, making 
associations with certain colors. Choosing 
marketing colors is part aesthetic and part 
science. It isn’t about evoking emotions, 
it’s about using colors to meet consum-
ers’ expectations for products and brands. 
The challenge is to have the right colors 
to speak to buyers. Responses evoked by 
colors are listed here. Where “danger” is 
evoked by a color it isn’t a negative, rather 
it is a positive as in ‘handle with caution, 
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Although considered a quirky 1970s color, the Stag 
does suit Magenta very well

The Stag looks good in black, although originally not of-
fered in that color. Dan Hays’ car was originally Jasmine
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it’s powerful and capable.’

Red: masculine, vibrant, high energy, 
danger, confidence, strength, speed, 
power, excitement, warfare
Blue: masculine, authority, reliability, 
responsibility, trust, stability, credibil-
ity, coolness, serenity
White: honour, youthful, fresh, new, 
purity 
Yellow: bold, energy, danger, power 
with confidence, youth, optimism, 
playfulness, happiness 
Green: professional, wealth, abun-
dance, cool, calm, fresh, mature, 
health, good luck, warm and inviting
Black: masculine, sophistication, 
luxury, formality, elegance, powerful 
and bold, sexuality, control
Brown: masculine, trust, reliable, old-
fashioned, dependable
Purple: royalty, luxury, honour, 

wealth, nobility, dignity, elegance, 
prestige, imagination
Orange: vibrant, youth, vitality, fun 
and cool, high energy, cutting edge, 
regular-not glamor seeking
Gray: professional and practical, neu-
tral, efficient, formal
Gold: prestige, expensive, elegant 
and prestigious like purple but adds 
power, wealth, pedigree
Silver: prestige, scientific

Blue is the color most preferred by 
men. Purple (think Damson and Magenta) 
is a blend of the strength and passion 
of red with the dignity and masculinity 
of blue evoking a quiet power. Brown is 
strong and solid, dark brown (think Sienna) 
evokes opulence.

The body stripes added to the Mark 
2 Stags (1973 model year onwards) really 
look good on the body design and help 

Sienna is one of the most changed from colors in later restorations Later Stags were offered in grey. This one is in a non-Triumph 
metallic grey

The last Stag off the production line in Brooklands Green

the Stag’s design to really stand out; much 
better than without them. The stripes were 
provided in black and gold at first, with 
aluminium (silver) added in May 1975. With 
the added offset colors provided by the 
stripes, Triumph was also evoking a richer, 
more ostentatious product through these 
marketing efforts.

Do the colors that work for you fit with 
the marketing data on color, for what they 
signify? Does the distribution of the Stag 
paint colors in North America surprise you 
at all? A little food for thought in this.

French blue

Damson

Tony in one of his many penultimate Stags ... however, the number keeps on growing! (Photo: Dave Sims)
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I've been working on Stags now since 
1991 when I came across my first one 
by pure chance. I really didn't know 

anything about them at the time and 
I was working with a farm machinery 
dealer in Sealy, TX (approx. an hour west 
of Houston) and was trying to arm wrestle 
a 1968 Mustang convertible from his huge 
collection of cars and trucks housed in two 
barns. The Mustang didn't work out but he 
tempted me with a Stag, his words were, 
'this little British car is the one you should 
buy'. The heads were off and in the trunk 
but absolutely rust-free and well moth-
balled inside but the paint was very tired. 
The package appealed to me as it was an 
8-cylinder car with auto transmission; how 
hard can it be to put back together? It just 
needs an engine rebuild! The Stag had a 
mere 29,000 miles on the clock and had 
obviously overheated badly but it seemed 
like an interesting project. My sons and I 
towed it back 1,800 miles with a U-Haul 
truck and tandem trailer to Burlington 
which took us two-and-a-half days, and 

was quite a nice adventure for us all. 
There was no internet back then to do 

any research and very little club activity. 
However, I soon came across a couple of 
clubs though, the Stag Owners Club (SOC) 
in the UK and Triumph Stag Club North-
east USA, which later became Triumph 
Stag Club USA (TSCUSA), of which I later 
became Regional Director for Canada.
I had a few lucky breaks during this early 
ownership, one most fortunate was meet-
ing an Ex-Triumph dealer in England who 
was then in the Stag restoration business. 
He gave me lots of good advice on parts 
and procedures for rebuilding. Following 
that, I made contact with a fellow em-
ployee of Massey Ferguson in Des Moines, 
IA who also had a Stag and he was looking 
to buy a rebuilt engine from Dallas but 
only needed the heads. Was I interested in 
the short block and yes, this was just what 
I needed as the block in my first car had 
rusted badly in the bores and was well and 
truly seized. I can't remember how we got 
to know we both had a Stag but it worked 

out well for both of us. I had a pair of good 
heads so this was a good opportunity.

In 1993, I was on vacation in San Diego 
and as you do, I bought a copy of Auto 
Trader, remember those? In there was a 
lovely Saffron yellow Stag for sale in San 
Francisco. I couldn’t make contact right 
then but the owner sent me a video of 
the car, a walk around and driving impres-
sions; very tempting. On my next trip to 
the Bay Area I met up with the owner in 
San Francisco for a viewing and test drive. 
We crossed the Golden Gate Bridge and 
up into the hills. It drove very well so I 
considered driving it home at a future 
date. It looked like a feasible undertaking 
so made plans accordingly. Indeed, that 
is what happened, a 2,600 mile solo drive 
over four and-a-half days. Thankfully, it 
was uneventful other than a couple of 
minor issues. The driver’s door would not 
latch shut just after crossing the Great Salt 
Flats of Utah so I had to tie it closed and 
then climb in and out via the right side. 
When I got home and undid the rope the 

Tony in one of his many penultimate Stags ... however, the number keeps on growing! (Photo: Dave Sims)

A Stag Obsession - 13 Cars Later and Counting! 
by Tony Fox
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door worked perfectly and never gave a 
problem again. The other issue was a cold 
start one morning. Nothing happening, 
not even a click. I bashed the gearshift to 
the park position and tried again – bingo 
that fixed the problem! The park isolator 
switch linkage was out of adjustment.

I have owned this Saffron Stag for 
27 years and it has been my regular Stag 
driver to this day. We have had a lot of 
adventures together; three VTR meets in 
the USA, Rockford IL, Ypsilanti MI, and Val-
ley Forge PA. It has attended a lot of Bronte 
Park British Car Day events, every one since 
1994 except for 2014 when I took my Aus-
tin Westminster station wagon which had 
just been freshly restored.

When visiting my first Triumphest 
event in San Diego in 1994, I was fortunate 
to meet fellow Stag owners, Dave and Syl-
via Bergquist and Mike and Connie Moore. 
Both of these couples became long-time 
friends and very helpful to me learning 
about Stags; they had both been through 
the Stag restoration process so had a lot of 
knowledge to pass along.

The first Stag, the Pimento red car 
from the Houston area went to my son 
Darren (Tony Jr.) who still has it and has 
done many happy miles with it after we 
rebuilt the engine in 1993. 

Another Stag came to my attention, 
this time a Mimosa yellow in New Jersey 
and my son and I went down to tow it 

home; around 500 miles each way. This 
was another with the engine removed 
but rust-free body. It was winter time 
and we hit a blizzard on the way home; 
a scary time to be on the freeways as we 
had trouble seeing the lanes and the exit 
ramps. We were very relieved to make it 
safely to a rest area and relax while the 
storm abated. I never did restore that car. 
We stored it for several years and then a 
friend wanted it so badly as he had bought 
two rust buckets and wanted a good solid 
car to rebuild.

A steady procession of cars followed 
these two, not because I was looking, they 
just popped up unexpectedly and irresist-
ibly, usually needing attention. 

Next was a local car in Pimento red. I 
just happened to spot it in a home owner’s 
garage in Oakville during 1998 when driv-
ing by. So I stopped as one does to speak 
with the owner. Some time later he asked if 
I wanted to buy it as he was more inter-
ested in Minis. The car had a new engine 
supplied from the UK but had never been 
run. The dash was out of the car so it 
needed a little bit of work, however it was 
a rust- free car so took it on. This was an 
unusual car with a three digit Commission 
Number (VIN), so a very early build. It was 
also unusual as it was red with red interior. 
I had not seen another like that. It had a 
4-speed transmission but no overdrive. I 
had not quite finished restoring it when a 
buyer came along, so I barely had the op-
portunity to drive it more than around the 
block and it was sold.

Next came a Sapphire blue car from 
Rochester, NY; a genuine rust bucket which 
I bought purely for parts. We had to drag 
it out of a garage with two wheels stuck 
but did get it loaded on a trailer. We got it 
home and tried to open the hood by push-
ing a broom handle through the front grill 
aperture to release the latch (no engine in 
there of course) and when it opened we 
found the hinges had rusted completely 
away, luckily it didn't blow off on the way 
home, maybe the rust was holding it in 
place!. We parted this one out and stored a 
lot of parts.

The next one again came from near 
Rochester, close to where my daughter 
lives. We were at a car show and a guy 
was hawking a Stag 'project'. The car was 
Damson but again had no engine. It was 
however rust-free and complete other 
than the power train. I was offered a Rover 
V8 engine for this car, complete with auto 
transmission which was at the time fitted 

to a Rover SD1. I 
was able to test 
drive it in situ 
before buying 
the engine. I 
thought this 
would be a 
nice conver-
sion but before 
I could get it 
on the road I 
had someone 
wanting to buy 
it. Once again, I 
went no further 
than around the 
block and it was 
sold to Patrick 
Rushe who 
followed up 
with a beautiful, 
bespoke, resto-
ration.

Yet another 
car came up 
for sale in the 
Rochester area; 
this time in Carmine red with a Buick 3.8 
litre V6 engine and transmission but had 
been stored for a few years in a lockup 
garage. I took a chance on this one as it 
did not start but had a nice restoration at 
some point earlier. Shortly after getting it 
home it started quite easily and it ran well. 
It became a very nice cruiser, not an engine 
to be revved but lots of torque and just 
a relaxed cruiser. This car eventually got 
sold from friend to friend and ended up 
with Toronto Triumph Club member Gord 
Linkletter who totally gutted the car and 
modernized it considerably; we will get to 
that later.

A friend of mine, whom I originally 
met at an early British Car Day in Bronte 
Park when there were only three of us with 
Stags, had a beautiful Damson Stag. Sub-
sequently, he got an overseas posting with 
his work and the Stag went into storage. 
After a couple of years he asked if I would 
take a look at it for him as he was not 
planning on returning to use it any time 
soon. On inspection I found it deteriorat-
ing quickly. It was sitting on a gravel floor 
which was damp. I shortly made a further 
visit and got it running, removed the hard 
top to get rid of the mildew forming inside 
the car. On my advice, he got it moved 
to a drier location in a lock up unit; more 
importantly, closer to me so I could visit 
it frequently and start it up twice a year. 

When not driving, this is one of Tony’s                   
favourite places to be
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After a few years he got tired of storing it 
and offered it to me. He figured he could 
buy another car down the road for all the 
money he was spending on storage. This 
one too was a bit of a gamble as it had 
exhibited valves sticking on one occa-
sion due to sitting idle so long (hitting the 
pistons). Luckily, the gamble paid off and 
the issue did not reoccur. This was in 2005 
when I bought this car. That was the nicest 
car I bought, I must say, and I kept this car 
as my #2 Stag for several years before sell-
ing it on to Toronto Triumph Club mem-
bers Chris and Sheila Weeks.

Two more Stags, one Signal red the 
other Sapphire blue came along in the 
Rochester area (seems to have been a hot 
bed for Stags). The owner had three in a 
barn and needed to get them out of there. 
I bought two of them, the owner kept 
the best one himself which was in Sienna 
brown with a beautiful original tan interior. 
Out of the two, I got one restored in Signal 
red and the other broken up. The red one 
now belongs to club member Robin Searle.

A few years back, around 2005, I had 
helped a young man in Toronto to get a 
Stag running that had been left to him by 
his grandfather. We fitted a refurbished 
fuel pump and started it up for him. I 
advised him to start it periodically to keep 
everything freed up but he went away 
to school in Ohio and things were let 
slide, the keys got lost, and he was having 

to move the car as the house was sold 
and just became overwhelmed with the 
situation. So, he offered it to me if I could 
move it quickly or else it was going to be 
scrapped. That would have been a real 
shame as it was a nice car underneath all 
the problems. My friend Roger and I undid 
the steering lock to free up the steering 
and manoeuvred it out from a garage that 
was located behind the house and be-
tween two buildings barely wider than the 
car and onto a trailer. We had to aim the 
steering and then close the doors to get 
between the house walls, it was that nar-
row! The car turned out to be a very nice 
car in an unusual color, Jasmine yellow. It 
now belongs to our esteemed 
Editor, Terence McKillen, who 
has lavished even more care on 
it [is that how the small dent got 
on the offside front fender? When 
will you be over to fix it? – Ed.]

Another friend of mine 
living east of Toronto had been 
restoring a Stag for several 
years, but due to circumstances, 
divorce, storage, job, etc. was 
now in a position where the car 
had to go, so it was offered to 
me at a price much lower than 
the cost of restoring a car. The 
only caveat was the car needed 
'some assembly'; it was on four 
wheels (barely) but not even a 

steering column, nothing inside the car, 
no dash, no wiring, just a bare shell. But, it 
had a beautiful paint job in Pimento Red, 
an original Triumph color of course. It took 
three trips with the pickup to collect it all, 
unfortunately, the hard top got damaged 
during a storm so I missed out on that. So, 
for the last three winters this has been my 
project and the 4-speed O/D is now on 
the road and runs terrifically. This car looks 
like a brand new Stag, straight out of the 
show room. (see Stag News Spring 2019). I 
did completely rebuild this engine and it is 
the best running Stag I've ever had. It pulls 
strongly from 1,000 rpm and up, currently 
on a Holley carburettor. 

My final (I keep saying that word, 
final) acquisition, occurred in October 
2019. This time it is a Magenta color with 
a severe engine problem. The rest of the 
car is in excellent condition. I was able to 
determine that the engine problem was 
due to the rod bearings being prematurely 
worn out. It manifested itself when hot 
with the number five cylinder knocking 
quite loudly. After removing the engine we 
found the crankshaft was beyond grinding 
on the number 5 journal and will need a 
metal spray or a replacement unit.

I keep saying I'm not taking on any 
more Stag projects but I must have a short 
memory as they keep following me home. 
This is the last one for me; there I've said it 
again!! Watch this space. [but Tony you have 
so many spare parts in the basement, the 
garage and garden shed, I bet you could still 
build another Stag from scratch – Ed.]

First published in “Ragtop” - magazine of the 
Toronto Triumph Club, winter 2020.

Tony has owned his 1972 Saffron Stag since 1993

Tony’s latest Stag (Magenta) was acquired in late 2019
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My good friend Gil Keane pro-
prietor of Better Car Lighting in Bidford-
on-Avon, Warwickshire (enquiries@
bettercarlighting.co.uk) contacted me 
recently in the midst of the COVID-19 shut 
down about a new LED lighting kit he has 
just prepared for the Triumph Stag’s four 
headlight set up. He went on to comment, 
“It's always good to hear from you. In 
fact, any contact with another human is 
welcome during these strange and scary 
times. I no longer recognise the world I live 
in, and dread the thought of what will and 
will not be left when the 
current crisis has passed.” 
Although designed and 
marketed for the Stag, the 
kit is suitable for any four-
headlight classic vehicle 
when you want to replace 
the H1- and H4-type incan-
descent bulbs (or sealed 
beam units) with much 
more powerful LEDs for a 
considerably lower current 
draw. Gil already has a kit 
comprising two H4 bulbs 
which are good for the TR 
series’ single headlamps.
Recognizing that the Stag 
is a fast, low-slung car 
and really needs good 
headlights to reflect its 
performance capability, this quick and 
easy upgrade will give the car headlights 
which are nearly three times as bright, but 
which use less than half as much power. To 
keep everything looking “right” the offer 
includes not just upgrades for the inner 
and outer headlights, but also matching 
ivory white (or orange for North American 
customers) powerful front sidelight bulbs. 
This will ensure that the driver will not only 
see better, but will also be more visible to 
others.

These unique items have both a 
money-back guarantee and a 5-year 
warranty against fault or failure. The offer 

includes two of the kits (upper image) plus 
a pair of the appropriate (and matching) 
front sidelight bulbs. The kits cost £199.99 
for cars with all H1 headlights or £229.99 
for cars with H4 (full/dip beam) in the outer 
and H1 (full beam) in the inner lights. It will 
save you around £20.00 compared to the 
cost of buying the parts separately. 

Ten years ago, when he was still 
involved in designing lighting for build-
ing and outdoor spaces as well as cars, 
Gil read with interest about how a new 
internationally agreed table called the 

Color Rendering Index (CRI) had been set 
up. It was done to cope with the discovery 
that putting in large amounts of LED 
light into an environment had the 
effect of reducing the eye's abil-
ity to distinguish between colors, 
especially reds and browns, and 
greens and blue. In a retail environ-
ment, this had the effect of making 
clothing, food etc. look dull. It also 
had the effect of reducing the visual 
depth of field. The index scores (out 
of 100) the ability of a light source to 
enhance the color separation ability 
of the eye. Below 80 is low, and is 
fine for most applications. Above 

90 is high, and good for retail, operating 
theatres, etc. 

The automotive lighting industry ap-
parently has totally ignored this informa-
tion, but Gil could not shake off the idea 
that it would make a real difference to car 
headlights. The LED manufacturers had to 
develop a parallel production of special 
and more expensive LED's to create high 
CRI lighting and Gil experimented with 
domestic spotlight bulbs and extension 
leads in his garden and was even more 
convinced. A couple of years ago, he man-

aged to infect the owner/manager 
of one of the factories he had 
worked with since the beginning 
of this project (20 years ago) to 
create lighting upgrades for older 
cars and he agreed to carry out 
some experiments too. The factory 
owner was impressed and excited 
about what could be achieved 
and thus began the real work. 
Since then, the beam pattern has 
been refined to work well in every 
headlight they have tried (dozens). 
The light output and reliability has 
exceeded expectations, and in the 
case of the latter, for the first time 
ever, a headlight upgrade can be 
sold with a 5-year guarantee.

I fitted a pair of Gil’s H4 bulbs 
to my TR6 a couple of years ago 

which made a remarkable difference 
to night time driving (see below). 

High Power LED Lighting Kit 
by Terence McKillen



End Panel End Panel focusses on Triumph Stag and other classic motoring tips and trivia. 
Submissions for inclusion in End Panel should be sent to Michael Link at: 73Stagger@
gmail.com
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Canada’s #1 Muscle Car - First noticed 
in late April by a member of the Stag 
Owners Club (UK),  Hot Cars.com, the St. 
Laurent, Quebec-based e-zine, listed a 
1970 Triumph Stag, the only non-American 
contender, in the number one position 
out of fifteen ‘muscle cars we recommend 
you get to know before the oil runs out.’  
The authors comment, “While some would 
argue that the 70s were progressive years 
for muscle cars, it certainly wasn’t stagnant. 
Muscle cars like the Triumph Stag V8 are 
living proof that the age was leading a bright 
future” and citing that the Stag holds the 
eccentric convertible body with a muscle 
performance of 145 horsepower driven 
by a V8 engine. I wonder who was on the 
judging panel - clearly there is no account-
ing for taste!

Electrical Systems - This paperback 
book entitled “Classic British Car Electrical 
Systems” provides an in-depth color-illus-
trated guide to understanding, repairing 
and improving the electrical systems & 
components of British classics. This book 
shines a light on the subject, system by 
system, including the murkier corners. 
Whatever their foibles, the cars remain 
the cherished possessions of enthusiasts 

worldwide, and this book’s contribution to 
making the electrical systems understand-
able and reliable will maintain the enjoy-
ment the cars provide for many decades 
to come.

Based on the proven formulas of Rick 
Astley’s previous, and much acclaimed 
book, MGB Electrical Systems, this book 
breaks down the electrical systems of 
classic British cars into separate and easily 
understandable sections. In each, the 
components and system as a whole are ex-
amined in theory and chronology, to show 
how and why they evolved the way they 

did. With hundreds of color photographs 
and diagrams, together with fault-finding 
tables, the veil of mystery is removed, 
allowing the owner to understand, repair 
and improve their cherished classic.
This book is the definitive and indispens-
able guide to British car electrical systems, 
and deserves a place on every enthusi-
ast’s bookshelf. Published 2009 by Veloce 
Publishing Ltd. ISBN 978-1-845842-15-4. 
Available from Amazon.com at $51.37.

For Sale: 1973 Triumph Stag. Two-owner 
car. All original. Runs and looks like new. 
Complete engine rebuild by Phil Lumberti 
with over $9,000 invested in the engine. 
Many upgrades - manifold from Tony Fox 
with Holley carburettor, aluminum radiator, 
5 new tires, stainless steel exhaust, gear 
reduction starter, hard top and soft top. 
All maintenance records and books. Car is 
located in northeast Pennsylvania. Reduced 
$22,000 OBO. Harry Ware Tel: (570)-241-
5911 or harrywarejr@hotmail.com.

CLASSIFIEDS



Improve your Stag’s performance with an ignition upgrade from:  

CBS Performance offers TSC USA club members a SPECIAL discount on their Pertronix Ignition 
Modules for ALL YOUR points based Cars.  For Example, the unit for the Stag is #LU181A, your
club member price is $89.00 shipped to your door! These are one piece designs allowing for simple 
quick installation and high reliability. 

Order direct from CBP Performance in Colorado, toll free (800) 685-1492, be sure to identify
yourself as a Triumph Stag Club USA active member.  

High Torque Gear 
Reduction Starter for the 

Triumph Stag V8
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 HP Nippondenso Starter CC Machined for a perfect fit 
Extremely Reliable and Long Lasting 

Comprehensive Warranty | Free Technical Support 
TSC USA members only Special Pricing 

 
Please email David Austin at classiccarperformance@gmail.com 

stating you are a TSC USA member and wish to receive the discount.   
Dave will reply with an invoice reflecting our club's special discount pricing 

 
$175.00 + free shipping to US addresses 

($32 CAN, $62 UK, $78 AUS/NZ) 
 

www.BritishStarters.com 
225 Horton Hwy, Mineola, NY 11501 USA 

Phone (516) 216-4046 
Fax (516) 4178391 
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THIS COULD BE YOUR ADVERT

ContaCt:

Publisher@TSCUSA.org, or
Michael Coffey TSCUSA@epix.net

At right is our high qual-
ity Cloisonné 3 inch Grill 
Badge, which EVERY Club 
member should have proudly 
displayed on his/her car. Com-
plete with mounting hardware, 
$25 postpaid. Matching 1 inch 
Lapel Pin, $6 postpaid or buy 
both for $30 shipped to your 
door.

Cloisonné Enamel Key Fobs, 
stitched leather key fobs fea-
ture sturdy rings with the Club 
logo in enamel and with the 
Leaping Stag imprinted into 
the leather on the back. $10 for 
one, $15 for two, postpaid.

How to Order
Place your order by sending a check in advance to:

Triumph Stag Club USA STUFF
401 Brighton Drive, Clarks Green, PA 18411

For information call (570) 954-1580 or 
email tscusa@epix.net

 

Dashboards, Shift Knobs & Interior Woods 

 
 
 
 
 


